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SINCE CAPTAIN FRANCIS LIGHT established Penang as a port of
“refreshment and repair” along the valuable trade route to China for the
East India Company in 1786, travellers of all kinds have landed in its
capital, George Town. Once an essential stopover on the steamship routes
across the Bay of Bengal, today’s travellers arrive by a variety of methods
but they come to this tropical island off Malaysia’s northwest coast to
appreciate its beauty, delicious street food and lively multiculturalism.

With George Town’s 2008 UNESCO World Heritage listing came
more tourists and a fresh perspective on the former entrepét’s fluid
mix of Chinese, Malay, Indian and European architecture, along with its
blended Chinese-Malay Peranakan legacy, all jostling for heritage-zone
space. Penang evokes images of an exotic Orient that no longer exists,
but observant visitors will find remnants of it in George Town.

A good hotel provides not just respite on the road but a pleasurable
immersion in a destination’s culture. With a host of new ventures —
many fresh conversions of historic buildings — accommodation options
in Penang have never been so varied, or offered so many opportunities
to experience its local charm. Recent additions to the hospitality scene,
these hotels reflect different aspects of what Penang offers, combined
with easy Malaysian warmth and the country’s reverence for eating.

X/Text Carolyn O’Donnell



VMak
Highlight

VMak
Highlight


S AmBEBEEERR 7y LEERE L RIREIFH R -
IRk FRESEEIME T RERRANMLEENE S

George Town’s finest hotels embody a nostalgic
respect for the past, offering visitors an enchanting
mix of heritage and luxury
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Macalister Mansion
offers visitors
lovingly restored
early-1900s colonial
architecture
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Rising from the rubble of a row of der-
elict houses that took three years to
transform comes an experience akin to
staying in a grand 1920s’ Penang Per-
anakan mansion. Combining an atmos-
phere of ostentation, lavish ritual and
relaxation with modern, remote-control
operated facilities and huge bathrooms,
Seven Terraces comprises 18 spacious,
antique-filled suites — including two
family apartments — and features gilded
screens, opium beds and antique doors.
With an extended courtyard of frangipani
trees at its centre, Seven Terraces offers
a lap pool, traditional kuih (cakes) for
afternoon tea and a central George
Town location. In its Kebaya restaurant,
nyonya cooking — Chinese blended with
Malay spices — has been reinvented,
using classic flavours in dishes such as
tamarind beef, slow-cooked roast pork
with balsamic sauce, and passion fruit
coconut panna cotta.

CLASSIC ELEGANCE =% =18

www.seventerraces.com
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Seven Terraces celebrates
the heritage of Penang’s
Peranakan culture
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Serenely nestled around gardens in
the concreted heart of George Town,
23Lovelane is a heritage boutique
hotel of 10 different rooms and suites
— within an award-winning restoration
of a 150-year-old-mansion with five-
star touches such as iPod docking
stations. There’s no pool, but this
beautifully appointed microcosm

of Penang, with its Chinese, Malay,
colonial and Indian elements, could
be the eclectic home of a gracious
relative with a talent for hospitality.
The Australian tenderloin with

salad, crisp fries and herby, but-
tery sauce at the hotel’s restaurant,
SteakFrites@23, is also terrific.
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23LoveLane neatly displays Chinese, Malay,
colonial and Indian elements
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www.23lovelane.com

With a friendly guesthouse atmosphere, Ren i Tang is a heritage boutique inn
with a small museum showcasing its former life as Southeast Asia’s oldest
medicine hall. Original and reclaimed timber features prominently in the
17 individually styled rooms — including studio flats, a “friends on a budget”
option and loft rooms. The result of a two-year restoration of a 19th-century
Early Straits Eclectic-style shophouse, Ren i Tang is located in the Little India
area of George Town’s core heritage zone. Bistro Tang on the ground floor CEER ot SRR R EE RS
serves “comfort food for travellers”, and a Chinese herbalist is on site, too. Stay in a 19th-century Early Straits
Eclectic-style shophouse at Ren i Tang

IMAGES: Opener: Edward Hendricks — CI&A Photography.

23Lovelane: View Pictures/Imaginechina

www.renitang.com
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Contemporary
meets colonial
at the Eastern &
Oriental hotel’s
Victory Annexe
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Before opening Raffles Singapore,

the Sarkies brothers offered seafront
lodgings in 1884 at the Eastern Hotel,
followed by the Oriental in 1885.
Combined, they became Penang’s
grand Eastern & Oriental hotel. The
Victory Annexe opened in March 2013,
with 122 sea-facing suites channelling
E&O’s colonial essence with contempo-
rary sophistication, and facilities include
Lavazza coffee machines, a sea-view
infinity pool, complimentary cocktails
from 5-7pm in The Planters Lounge and
a short voyage aboard The Lady Martina,
offering superb vistas of Gurney Drive
and, sometimes, dolphins.

EXTENDED STAY T'"C‘ﬂﬁ'ﬁ%ﬁ

IMAGES: Eastern & Oriental: Jeremy Horner. Museum Hotel: Kevin Quah

www.eohotels.com
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After extensive renovation of what was a hotel and a number of houses,
Museum Hotel brings together 19th-century Peranakan opulence, Victorian
elements and local influences in more than 20 wood-and-marble-appointed
rooms, including an Art Deco suite, and single accommodation for solo
travellers. The owner’s antiques collection is placed throughout the hotel
with the rest housed in the hotel’s museum. A cafe, rooftop bar and lap
pool are planned additions this year but until then visit its bar and wine
shop, Grape Garage, where residents enjoy a 10-percent discount.

MuseumiBEBEH IR - XEELHELk
Museum Hotel offers an historic
charm, bolstered by all the mod-cons

www.museumhotel.com.my
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Located on a sweet little arc of sand outside
the city, Four Points by Sheraton Penang
opened October 2013 in a 20-year-old build-
ing after an 18-month refurbishment. The
views are magnificent, and it’s a great location
from which to explore the island with free
shuttles to George Town and the northern
beach area of Batu Ferringhi. Not a luxury
resort, it provides core facilities on a moder-
ate budget: bright contemporary rooms, pool,
restaurant with outdoor terrace plus bar. Food
and beverages are reasonably priced and
barbecues can be organised for guests. The
quiet public beach is ideal for paddling and
fishing — especially from the tiny man-made : 4 o

The Den®RT

. . . . g Macalister Mansioni&
island, minutes away by foot at low tide. / " SR B = AR B

o P ) The Den exemplifies
fourpointspenang.com e B B the award-winning

L interiors at
Macalister Mansion
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Macalister Mansion’s award-winning modern interiors combine elements
of an old English mansion with a touch of Scottish eccentricity, framed by
a tycoon-built colonial palace. Its eight rooms are indulgently comfortable,
while the hotel has a lap pool and extensive opportunities for consumption:
savour modern French fare with local ingredients in The Dining Room, sip
Champagne in The Cellar, nibble croissants from the bakery in The Living
Room café and enjoy whisky and cigars at The Den. Sir Norman Macalister
was governor of Penang from 1808-1810 and his bust sits in the driveway
while his life inspired much of the specially commissioned art. =
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Lounge around: The Best Brew at
Four Points by Sheraton Penang

IMAGES: The Den: Edward Hendricks

www.macalistermansion.com
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